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Foreword 

It is the duty of every member and/or participator to read and be well acquainted with the 
information contained in the following pages, as the rules stated herein are the sole basis by which 
shows are judged. 

 

Every precaution has been taken to ensure that the rules contained herein have been printed with 
the true meaning and intent as stated. However, in the event of printer’s error or misconstrued 
meaning, the true intent of the rule shall prevail and at all times the interpretation of the Rules 
Committee shall be final. 
 
These rules are outlined to give structure to the management and equity of the games offered. If a 
situation arises that is not covered in these rules, the judge will consult the rules from the California 
Gymkhana Association for guidance. If a solution is not found there – best judgment for equity and 
fairness will be appropriate. 
 

Standards of Conduct 
 
The WCCEC facilities are for the use and enjoyment of its members and their families and guests. 
Members and other users will be responsible for the conduct of their guests while at the facility. 
The Anchorage horse council (AHC) and designated Center Management reserves the right to 
enforce WCCEC Rules and Policies, refuse admittance, or to direct any member or non-member to 
leave the facility if their conduct does not conform to the WCCEC Rules and Policies, or to good 
social conduct. Disregard for these rules by members/users/guest will result in an order to vacate 
the facility. Actions such as physical or verbal abuse of members/users/spectators or management, 
abuse of animals, intentional damage or destruction of the facility or member property, use of 
narcotics, alcohol, and/or theft will result in immediate expulsion from the premises and law 
enforcement will be contacted. WCCEC Management reserves the right to refuse service to anyone 
at any time. Cruelty to, or the abuse of any horse or other animal by any person(s) on the grounds 
of WCCEC is strictly forbidden and will result in the loss of facility privileges. The AHC has adopted 
the definition of abuse as written in Article 302 of the USEF By-Laws. 

Enforcement 
All AHC Board Members, Center Management, and designated officials of the AHC are empowered 
to enforce any and all of the WCCEC Rules and Policies. Failure to follow the rules, or to 
immediately come into compliance with the requirements once notified, may result in expulsion. 
Continued or repeated violation of the rules will result in permanent expulsion from the grounds of 
WCCEC. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

RULES 
 
Two or more classes in the same event may be combined if there are an insufficient number of 
entries in either class. 
If classes are combined, any rider affected may withdraw their entry and is entitled to a full refund 
of entry fee for that class from which the horse is withdrawn. 
 
All rules outlined in the William Clark Chamberlin Equestrian Center (WCCEC) Rules and Policies 
apply to all participants.  
 

Special "Lead Line" Rules for Riders who need assistance. 
 
 
The Anchorage Horse Concil is interested in providing an opportunity for riders who need 
assistance to participate in play days or gymkhana events.  To qualify for a lead line class, the rider 
cannot be able to ride independently. 
 
For this reason, the following special rules apply: 
 
 

A.  A rider may be led through the course by a parent or responsible party provided 
the rider is not able to complete the course without assistance. 
Such assistance is allowed to ensure the safety of the rider but does not extend to 
the assistant touching the poles, flags or other obstacles. 
The Lead Line Team (horse, rider and leader) must properly complete the course. 
 
B.  Hard hats or helmets are required. The horse being led shall be in normal tack 
with the addition of a halter and lead rope. 
 
C. For safety reasons, there are certain events that will not include Lead Line classes. 
In shows with multiple events, the lead line events will be identified. It may be that 
not all events offered for the day will include a lead line class. 
 
D. A horse may be entered more than once in the lead line classes. 
 
E. Assistant: When crossing the timing line, the assistant must be at or behind the 
shoulder of the animal to prevent any timer malfunctions. 

 
 
 



CLOTHING REQUIREMENTS: 
1. ALL equestrians must wear helmets when jumping. All junior riders* must wear approved 

helmets at all times when riding anywhere on the grounds, including the trail system. *A junior 
rider is any person 17 years of age or younger. The only exception to this rule is during 
recognized, sanctioned and properly insured events with rules for attire that are different than 
those of WCCEC. 

2. Clothing shall be neat and clean. Required attire:  Shirts, long pants, and boots. A boot is 
defined as traditional Western, traditional English, or roper style boot. All articles of clothing 
shall be properly worn, however 

 

TACK REQUIREMENTS: 
Any appropriate, neat and humane Western and/or English equipment may be used with the 
following exception: the judge may prohibit the use of bits or equipment he or she may consider 
severe or unsafe. Riders are permitted to use whips, crops, quirts and spurs - if used sparingly - so 
long as these aids do not result in abuse of the horse. Excessive use in any whip, crop, quirt, spurs 
will result in the rider being asked to leave the premises. A rider may use any part of the horse or 
saddle to maintain balance. Use of a tie down is permitted. 
  
Unsoundness or Injury 
Management shall not allow any horse to participate when unsoundness or injury is sufficient to be 
considered an act of cruelty. The existence of a Veterinarian's note does not automatically grant an 
exemption. The final decision belongs to the judge. The judge may decide that using the animal 
would be an act of cruelty. 
 
Cross Entries 
A horse/rider combination cannot be entered more than once in any event.  

HORSE REQUIREMENTS:  
 
Stallions 
No stallions allowed – for safety reasons. 
 
“No Horse” Zone 
Areas in the vicinity of the spectator bleachers on the north side of the main arena, the concession 
stand, and the grassy picnic area are off limits to horses at all times. 
Horse Control: Horses must be in a stall or under hand control. No loose horses are allowed. 
Stallions must be under the control of an experienced adult. No juniors may handle stallions at any 
time. A junior is any person 17 years of age or under. Tying to a trailer requires that an adult be in 
attendance at all times. Tying horses to arena railings is not permitted. Horses must be kept to a 
walk in all areas other than the arenas and round pen. 
 
EIA’s 
All horses present on the WCCEC grounds must have a current (six months or less) negative EIA 
certificate on file with the WCCEC. Members/day users must provide EIA certificate at the time of 
payment. Show/event participants must provide certificates with the entry or registration fees.  



General Procedures 
 
Much can be done by riders and horse show management to make a show run more smoothly and 
help Gymkhana contestants improve their horsemanship practices. The following procedures are 
set forth to acquaint horse show management and new riders with the normal progression of a 
well run show. 
It is mandatory that the judge be present in the arena to oversee course setup. 
 
Some of these procedures are only suggestions. Others incur penalties as set forth in the penalty 
section of this book. Judges are cautioned that no penalty should be imposed for violations of 
procedures unless they are enumerated in the penalty section. 
 
No exhibitions may be added once the games have begun. 
 
Position of poles and obstacles: 
After measuring each course, use a stake or place a spot of lime or flour under each pole or 
obstacle so that it may be put back in the same position in the event it is knocked down. Each 
obstacle shall be centered over the stake, spot of lime or flour. In the event the spot is obliterated, 
the course shall be re-measured. All measurements must be made with the tape laying flat on the 
ground. 
 
Announcers: 
Time should be allowed for each rider to warm up their horse. This can be accomplished by giving a 
warning prior to the start of an event and by reading the names of the next three contestants. The 
announcer should not interfere with a rider’s ride by talking when the rider is in the arena or 
announce a good ride or disqualification without a signal from the judge. 
 
Resetting of course and dragging: 
Every 10 runs the course will be dragged, course obstacles should be reset to their original position 
so that the course will be as identical as possible for each contestant. The course will be dragged 
around each obstacle if required for the safety of the contestants. Any course may be off by a total 
of six (6) inches from its’ prescribed dimensions and still be considered a legal course when re-
checked. 
 
Gates to the arena: 
Gates to the arena are usually left open during the running of every event, however, a request may 
be made by the rider to close the gate during their run. 
 
Arena Condition: 
The arena should be dragged, leveled and watered as required for the safety of the horse and rider. 
 
Re-Rides: 
The only time a rider will be required to re-run an event is if the timers malfunction or a course is 
improperly set. If a rider has successfully completed a legal course and then it is determined there 
was a problem (for instance the ground is/was unsafe or there was some sort of interference) the 
affected riders will be given the option for a re-ride. 



  
Be Prepared to Run: 
All riders should be fully prepared to run when called. If your name is called 3 times and you have 
not entered the arena, you will be scratched from that event. 
 
Entering the Arena and Beginning the Course: 
The rider will be notified when the course is ready and must enter the arena within one minute (60 
seconds) after such notification. A rider who remains mounted may be assisted through the gate. 
By starting the course the rider accepts the course, as long as the course is legal. 
 
Falling Off Horse Prior to Beginning Course: 
If a rider falls off their horse prior to running an event, the judge will excuse the contestant and 
place him at the end of the division or class to complete the event. 
 
Run the Course 
The course must be run in accordance with the prescribed pattern. A horse is on course when any 
part of the horse crosses the start/finish line. It remains on course as long as it is run in accordance 
with the prescribed pattern for the event being run until every part of the horse crosses the 
start/finish line. If a rider goes off course (crosses the finish line without completing the pattern) 
the rider will receive a no time. 
 
Judge’s Decision 
All decisions of the judge in the arena are final.   In all cases where a value judgment is required by a 
judge, the judge shall rule in the favor of the contestant when there is any doubt as to the 
circumstances. 
 
General Conduct of Contestant 
The use of offensive language, or any other conduct considered by the judge to be detrimental to 
Gymkhana, will not be allowed in the arena. A contestant not adhering to the first warning will be 
disqualified from an event on the next occurrence. Conduct which jeopardizes the safety of the 
contestant shall result in disqualification from the horse show. All contestants must display good 
sportsmanship at all times. 
 
Unsportsmanlike conduct:  By contestants, parents or relatives of the contestant, inside or outside 
of the arena, may result in disqualification of the contestant and possible dismissal from the show 
grounds. 
 
Such conduct includes, but is not limited to: 
 

(1)  Willfully causing trouble by aggressive behavior, complaining, aggravating the judges, 
horse show managers, secretaries or other personnel or contestants. 
(2)  Accusing or making derogatory statements relative to the performance of judges, 
secretaries or show officials.  
(3)  Use of a stopwatch or other timing device by the rider or by someone helping the rider 
to deliberately alter the 
outcome of a ride. 



 
Cruel or Inhumane Treatment of Horses 
Excessive spurring, striking or beating in any manner after entering or exiting the arena will result 
in immediate disqualification of the contestant for that event. The contestant will likewise be 
disqualified if there is any indication of cruelty such as welts, cuts, bleeding or marks on the animal. 
  
Contestants shall be warned for the following: 
 

a. Excessive spurring or jerking of the reins. 
b. Unusual construction or arrangement of equipment considered by the judge to be 
inhumane or unsafe. 
c. Excessive use of Whips/Crops. 
d. Cruelty of any kind to the horse while on the show grounds whether or not specifically 
mentioned. 

 
Any subsequent violation may result in disqualification of the contestant from the show and the 
contestant will be asked to leave. 
 
Loss of Control 
Any one of the following will be considered loss of control and will result in disqualification: 

a. Failure to Show Control of Horse: The horse must be brought under control before 
beginning the course to show that the rider has complete control. 
 

b.  Failure to Begin Course: After entering the arena, the rider must begin the course 
within one (1) minute after the judge gives the ready signal. 
 

c.  Unruly Horse: The horse must not be unruly such that, in the opinion of the judge, the 
safety of the rider might be in jeopardy. 
 

d.  Falling Off Horse While On Course 
 

e. Failure to Enter Arena: The horse and rider must enter the arena within one minute 
after being called. 

 
Loss of Forward Motion 
The only penalty associated with the loss of forward motion will be the increased time covering the 
Gymkhana course. Contestants will not be penalized for loss of forward motion. 
 
Knocking Down or Touching Obstacles 
Knocking down or dislodging any obstacle, including timing poles, shall result in a two (2) second 
penalty for each obstacle (pole, barrel, etc.) knocked down or dislodged. 
 
Touching an obstacle with the intent of keeping it from going down shall not result in a penalty. 
An obstacle that has been knocked to the ground and bounces back to an upright position will be 
considered a downed obstacle. 
 



Failure to Complete a Course 
A contestant shall be disqualified if, in the opinion of the judge, the course is not completed within 
a reasonable period of time. This includes problems resulting from the loss or breakage of 
equipment or tack while negotiating the course wherein the difficulty prevents completion of the 
course. 
 
Failure to Leave Arena When Notified 
Deliberate failure of a contestant to leave the arena immediately upon notification by the judge 
shall bar the contestant from further participation in the show. 
 
Use of Illegal Drugs or Alcoholic Beverages 
No persons are allowed to bring onto the grounds or use or have in their possession any illegal 
drugs or alcohol. No persons are allowed to consume or be under the influence of any alcoholic 
beverages while they are participating in an event. 
  

Equipment, Materials and Timer Specifications 
 
Timing 
a. Electronic timer: A single timer is acceptable, but you must still have at least 1 person writing 

times. There will be two persons in the booth, one operating the timer, the other writing times. 
 
b. Rider’s option: If a rerun is appropriate because of timer problems, the rider will have the 

option of a re-run or have their entry for that class refunded. 
 

c. Ties: Ties for High Point Awards will be broken by determining which rider has won the most 
first places. If the tie still exists the rider with the most second places is selected. This process is 
continued if necessary to the place required to break the tie. 

 
Ties for first place will be settled with a run-off.  The riders will re-run the event and the fastest time 
is awarded first place, the other rider will be awarded second place. 
 
Open-Reel Tape Measure 
An open reel tape or an approved equivalent must be used. It is recommended the tape be at least 
150 feet in length. A 300' tape is best. 
 
Poles  
Poles shall be PVC with rubber bases. 
 
Barrels 
Fifty-five gallon unweighted barrels or 55 gallon steel drums can be used. They shall be unaltered. 
Barrel covers may be used. 
 
Jumps 
Jumps shall be constructed using vertical jumps, 18” high. 
 



Speedball Race 
The Speedball cone shall be made of a large pylon (rubber cone) with the top cut down to a 5" 
diameter opening. The balls used for Speedball must be standard golf balls of any color. A base 
may be used or set the cone on level dirt. 
  
Gymkhana Events Course 
Layouts and Patterns – Copies will be posted and available for entrants to pick up at the arena the 
day of the show. General Information 
 
The course diagrams are intended to depict the proper turning direction around obstacles. 
Measurements between obstacles may vary with the exception of the distance between obstacle 
and the fence. 
 
The straight-line method of proceeding from one obstacle to another, however, is not mandatory. 
It depicts the appropriate direction in which to proceed. 
 
A rider may be considered on course so long as he/she remains within the confines of the arena and 
negotiates all obstacles in the correct direction. With forward motion, without re-crossing the 
timing line until the course is completed. 
 
In all Gymkhana events there must be at least 15 feet between any obstacle to be turned and the 
fence or rail. 
 
All measurements shall be made from the center position of the obstacle. 
 

Entry Fees 
Entry fee for each game is $5 for each event. If you are a member of WCCEC you are not required to 
pay an arena use fee. If you are not a member of WCCEC you are required to pay a $15 arena fee and 
the entry fee for each game is $10 for each event.  Arena fee is not for each event, it is a one-time day 
use fee for that single day of competition. All non-members are required to sign a release of liability 
waiver and code of conduct before competing. No exceptions.  

There is no entry fee for Horse Soccer, however if a non-member is playing then they will be required 
to pay the arena use fee.  

Points and Prizes 
Throughout the series the same games will be played, those games are the following: Scramble, 
Hurry Scurry, Big T, Speedball, Flag Figure 8, and Horse Soccer. Horse Soccer will not be participating 
in the points system and is just for fun.  

Points will be accumulated in the first five gymkhanas. The Entry fees will be used for end-of-year 
prizes and donation to The Anchorage Horse Council.  

The last gymkhana (6th), the entry fees collected will be given to a Charity of Choice. The Anchorage 



Horse Council will decide which non-profit the donations will go to. Please note that the last 
gymkhana will be just for fun- no points will be given. After the last gymkhana takes place we will 
have the end of year awards. The schedule of events for this gymkhana is subject to change  and up 
the discretion of The Anchorage Horse Council.  

POINTS/STANDINGS 

1. Points will be tallied per division. 

2. The contestant with the most points in a division at the end of the race season will be named the 
champion of that particular division, and the contestant with the second highest points in a division 
will be named the reserve champion. 

3. Points will be earned based on rider. Individuals competing on more than one horse will be 
considered a separate contestant for each horse/rider team. An additional full entry fee must be paid 
for each additional horse ridden. 

4. If a contestant wins a year end championship in more than one division, but on different horses, 
that contestant is considered a separate competitor and is eligible to remain champion in each 
division won. 

5. If the extra membership fee has been paid for a second horse prior to event start time, the horse 
with the lower points awarded will go with the second membership. It does not matter which horse 
the member rides, the points are awarded to the rider, not the horse. Example, Suzie competes on 
two horses and falls 1st in Big T/Youth and 2nd in Big T/Youth. Suzie 1 will be awarded 5 points and 
Suzie 2 will be awarded 4 points. 

6. Riders with multiple horses must specify the horse with each entry.  

7. Points system for year-end awards will be 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th places. 

8. Should fewer than five horses place in a division, points will be awarded beginning with five points 
for 1st place. 

RACE CLASSES 

Race classes will be as follows: 

Open............... No age limit 

Youth.............. 13 – 17 (as of January 1st) 

PeeWee........... 6-12 (as of January 1st) 

Leadline........... 5 & Under (as of January 1st) 

Peewee, leadline, and youth can enter up a level if desired, (ie: peewee to youth, or youth to open), 



but cannot move backwards in class levels once the season begins. Multiple levels may be entered if 
desired, (ie: Youth & Open) 

Contestants riding multiple horses in one category must pay separate entry fees for each horse 
ridden. Entry fees and arena fees (if applicable) are to be paid in cash only. There will be no 
exceptions made. There are no refunds.  

RULES APPLYING TO RIDING MULTIPLE HORSES 

1. Contestants may ride multiple horses in the same category. 

2. Each horse/rider is considered one contestant. 

3. Each horse/rider team earns individual points. 

4. Riders with multiple horses must specify the horse with each entry.  

5. It is strongly suggested that riders competing on multiple horses have gear for each one. This will 
save time during the course of the race and avoid the chaos of switching gear mid-race. 
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